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The 21st Century Conservation
Service Corps – 21CSC – is a bold
national effort to put young
Americans and veterans to work
protecting, restoring and
enhancing America’s great outdoors.
It is built on the legacy of the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC); the Great
Depression-era federal program that
employed over 6 million young men
on public lands.
The 21CSC puts young Americans
(age 15 – 25) and veterans (up to
age 35) to work on environmental
conservation projects in cities and
on public lands that range from
tree planting and trail building to
wildland firefighting and disaster
response.
Like the Civilian Conservation Corps,
the 21CSC improves our parks and
natural spaces while providing
young people with job training and
life skills development. Unlike the
CCC, this modern corps program is
operated through a public-private
partnership (between government,
industry, non-profit and community
organizations) rather than solely by
the federal government.

Expanding Outdoor Recreation Access
(#74) Grand Canyon Trail Restoration – ARIZONA
Corpsmembers are working alongside
National Park Service staff at the Grand
Canyon to improve and maintain the
hiking trail system. After 20 weeks in
the canyon, Corpsmembers will have a
well-rounded skill set and improved
appreciation of the hard work that goes
into managing the country’s most
popular national park. They will also have
a serious leg up in landing Park Service
jobs in the future.

Protecting and Enhancing America’s Natural Spaces
(# 39) Invasive Species Strike Team – MONTANA
The Montana Conservation Corps Invasive
Weeds Strike Team travels to remote areas
of five different forests in Montana and
Idaho to eliminate noxious weeds and
protect native habitat. A partnership with
the Nez Perce Tribe and the Nez PerceClearwater National Forest allows for MCC
to meet complex vegetation management
objectives. Weeds Strike Team members
gain hands-on experience in habitat
restoration strategies while building the
necessary skills for natural resource careers.

Recovering from, and preparing for, natural disasters
(# 96) Texas Conservation Corps Disaster Response - TEXAS
In partnership with Gulf Coast land management agencies and state
emergency management officials, Texas Conservation Corps trained 30
Corpsmembers in disaster response. The Corpsmembers are cross-trained
in conservation skills, allowing them to work on environmental projects
– like habitat restoration and fire fuel management – while awaiting the
next emergency. When disaster strikes, the Corpsmembers can be ready
within 24 hours to integrate into emergency management plans.
Corpsmembers are trained in hazardous debris removal, home repair,
shelter management and disaster zone volunteer management.

Protecting Urban Green Spaces
(# 51) Chicano Park Restoration – CALIFORNIA
Urban Corps of San Diego County partnered with the City of San Diego
to implement a $1.08 million park improvement project at the celebrated
Chicano Park, which is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
Built in 1970 after a month-long protest by Chicano activists, the park is
known for its colorful murals documenting Chicano history. Through the
park restoration project, at least 20 Corpsmembers will gain valuable
public outreach, construction, and landscaping job skills. The project will
result in important safety improvements, expanded recreational
opportunities, and a more vibrant public park.

Leveraging Volunteers
(# 85) ConSERVE NYC, Sandy Recovery – NEW YORK
Launched in October 2013 on the one-year anniversary of Hurricane
Sandy, SCA’s ConSERVE NYC initiative has already rallied over 650
volunteers to build resiliency in New York City’s public lands. This project
brings together Corpsmembers, students and members of volunteer
groups for large-scale weekend service events at new locations around
each month. After seven months, ConSERVE has touched all five
boroughs of NYC. Volunteers have built erosion control fencing planted
flower bulbs, improved trails, cleared debris from beaches, and removed
invasive ivy. Over 20% of volunteers have returned for future events.

Preserving History
(# 13) Skyland Stable Restoration – VIRGINIA
Owned by the National Park Service, the Skyland Stable (circa 1939) is
a prominent structure in the Skyline Drive National Historic Landmark
District in Virginia. Through the Hands On Preservation Experience
model (HOPE Crew), Corpsmembers from Citizens Conservation Corps
West Virginia worked alongside historic preservation experts to replace
worn and damaged materials throughout the stable grounds. Newly
repaired, the stable can continue to connect the public to Shenandoah
National Park’s 200 miles of equestrian trails.
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